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Greetings Families of Deer Park, 

Spring…here we come! Although it feels like winter mostly missed us this year, spring is offi-
cially just around the corner! As we head into March, there are a few exciting things happening 
in and around our school community.  Please check our “Looking Ahead” calendar so that you 
do not miss out on anything. 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Book Fair; our librarian reported record sales. We 
will have one last Book Fair in the spring.  It will be a buy one/get one sale. Look for a flyer in 
the coming months. Again, thank you so much for all your support and for making Deer Park a 
wonderful place to work and learn.  

I would like to thank everyone who attended our Black History Month events. Over two hun-
dred people were in attendance. Our Blacks in Wax presentation provided information about 
famous African Americans and the performance showcased our students’ talents as they high-
lighted the Historically Black Colleges and Universities experience. We received nothing but 
positive feedback from our families.  

Looking ahead, Deer Park will have a Music in our Schools concert this month.  We will be 
featuring our first and third grade students and Music Makers Club in this performance.  The 
performance will be on Tuesday, March 19th, at 6:30 p.m.  Look for a flyer in this edition of 
the newsletter.  

We would like to encourage parents to help their children succeed in school by attending 
school regularly.  School success goes hand in hand with good attendance.  Starting in kinder-
garten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school.  Missing 10 percent (or 
about 18 days) can make it harder to learn to read.  Students can still fall behind if they miss 
just a day or two days every few weeks. Attending school regularly helps children feel better 
about school and themselves. Building this habit from the very beginning of preschool will 
instill right away that going to school on time, every day, is important.  Good attendance will 
help children do well in high school, college, and at work.  Please be sure your children attend 
school every day and complete all assignments daily.   

 

We would also lie to encourage our parents to refrain from picking up students for early dis-
missal. Our school day ends at 3:20 p.m. Students are engaged in instruction until the 3:15 bell 
rings.  Picking your child up from school early causes them to miss valuable instruction as well 
as the formative assessment at the end of the lesson.  If possible, please have your child com-
plete the entire school day. 

 

We are at the half-way mark of the third quarter.  If your child is in danger of failing a subject 
or has dropped a letter grade, you should have received an email or phone call from their 
teacher. Please have a conversation with your child and develop a plan to ensure that they 
bring the grade up before the end of the quarter. You may also visit your child’s Schoology 
page and review their grades. 
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Looking Ahead! 

 

• 3/14 -Spring 

Picture Day 

 

• 3/22-Spring 

Break Begins at 

the end of the 
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On March 7th the testing window will open for the Maryland Integrated Science Assessment  (MISA).  Students in grade 5 will be 

taking this assessment which replaces MSA Science.  More information will be coming from our fifth-grade team soon. 

The home/school partnership is the foundation of success for any child and an essential element to successful schools.  As always, 
it continues to be a pleasure to work with your children every day.  It has been very exciting to see the progress they have made 
this year thanks to that collaboration.   

 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Your partners in education, 

 

Renee A. Jenkins   Katie L. Fridley 

Principal   Assistant Principal 

********************************************* 

Vision Statement              

 

Deer Park Elementary School provides a positive educational 

environment which nurtures all students while developing 

critical 21st Century skills. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

In partnership with community members, our school will provide 

engaging and inclusive instruction to empower our diverse learning 

community to become College and Career Ready. 

 

The Deer Park Elementary School learning community is dedicated to: 

D– Deliberate Excellence 

P ‐ Positive Partnerships 

E ‐ Empowering and Engaging Instruction 

S ‐ Successful Students 

________________________________________________________ 
 

 

TOGETHER WE THRIVE!!!  
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Greetings Pre-K Families! 

 

It is already the third quarter, and the Pre-K children are doing beautifully. Please 

continue to read to your child. At this age, children enjoy dramatizing stories. Not 

only is this great fun, but it also deepens a child’s awareness of story structure. Acting 

out stories introduces young learners to elements of stories such as characters, set-

ting and the sequence of events.  Making predictions when a book is read for the 

first time helps children to make sense of what is being shown through the illustra-

tions as well as the words. Consider ways to stretch the story by encouraging your 

child to draw his/her favorite part of the story. Invite your child to explain what he/

she would do if he/she were a character in the story! 

And as always, thank you for your support through this school year. 

 

 

Ms. Muhammad 
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Look what’s happening in Kindergarten 
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Look what’s happening in Kindergarten 
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